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Norma and Charlie Williams made the journey to Road Amer-
ica for the 2009 version of the National Championship Runoffs.  
They have attended the Runoffs for 40 straight years.  

Picture submitted by Sharlene Smith 

The Mad Doctors, Jen and Leroy Brown, 
winners of the people Halloween costume, 
pose in front of their registration lab at the 
2009 version of the Halloweenie.  

Photo submitted by Barb Correll. 

Vern Maxey donated tickets to the ARCA race at the 
Kansas Speedway and a drawing was held at the 
September General Meeting.  Charlie and Sharlene 
Smith , Victor Laviola and Ellen Wolf  were winners 
of tickets.   Bill Johnson III also won tickets but was 
not present for the picture.    

Picture submitted by Sharlene Smith. 
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2009 Officers 
Gini Ragan, RE 
913-422-5778 
Charlie Williams, Asst. RE 
913-262-6300 
Donna Hill, Secretary 
816-914-4135 (c) 
Norma Williams, Treasurer 
913-262-6300 (w) 
Dale Smith, Past RE 
913-669-8315 

2009 Directors  
Bill Correll, 816-836-8444 
Jake Diehl,  816-405-7972 
Scott Peterson, 913-221-4105 © 
Mike Hill, 816-779-4562 h 816-678-3540  
Steve Roberts, 913-829-8828 
Joe Tasler, 816-584-0033 
2009  
Solo Advisory Committee 
Chairman, Shawn Hill, 
Bob Buxbaum 
Al Hermans 
Kent Edmondson 
Mike Hill 
Other KC Region Contacts 
Race Group Chairman 
Meredith Haupt—913-744-1957 
Solo Group Chairman 
Bill Correll, 816-836-8444 
Rally Master 
Rich Biretta 
Webmaster 
Jeff Kopp, 913-669-5988 
jkopp36@gmail.com

 

Checkpoint Editor 
Gini Ragan, 913-422-5778 

timerragan@sbcglobal.net

 
Business Ads and News Reporter 
Norma Williams, 913-262-6300 
kcmomwilliams@aol.com

  
Club Historian 
Sharlene Smith 
816-353-8922 (h)  
Asst. Historian 
Tom Rowe 913-645-8230 
KC Region Representatives 
To Kaw Valley Race Group 
Alex Clark, Chairman, 913-558-0176 
Gini Ragan, 913-422-5778 
Dale Smith, 913-669-8315 
Other KVRG Representatives 
Bill Allman, Treasurer 
Kent Prather, Asst. Chair 
Rick Taylor, Secretary 
KVRG Race Officials 
Race Chair 
Sue Cowan      ddcsmc@swbell.net 
Asst Race Chair 
Dale Smith     913-669-8315 
Chief Course Marshal 
Ken Ragan     913-422-5778 
F and C 
Chris Keith 
Grid Marshal 
TBA 
Hospitality 
Marla Worthington 
Paddock Marshall 
Gary Kern 
Pit Marshal 
Lonnie Worthington 
Registrar 
Linda Henson 816-795-8520 

Assistant Registrar 
Deana Smith 
Scrutineer 
Bryan Harris 
Sound Control 
TBA 
Starter 
TBA 
T and S 
Gini Ragan 913-909-7097 © 
Worker Coordinators 
Char and Ken Keith    
kvrgracework@att.net  

Mid-Div Contacts 
Lisa Noble, Area 6 Director 
nobleracing.com  

Dave Whitworth, Rep to SEB 
dave@wcsllc.ne  

Janice Rick, Executive Comm. Chrmn 
636-225-3236  

Bill Allman, Driver Licensing 
785-367-5613 (w) 785-478-3235 (h)  

Donna Hill, Solo Steward 
913-815-914-4135  

Bob Eddy, Executive Steward 
515-240-0262 
bandjeddy@earthlink.net   

To Contact the National Office  
Call 1-800-770-2055 or 
Visit the website, 
www.scca.com 

CLASSIFIED ADS  
Cherry Red Miata Ready to Be Raced!  1994 1.8 liter Mazda Miata; One owner car, scrupulously maintained;Built by Spec Miata specialist Jim 
Daniels 
New Prather engine, installed by Bob Hindson Racing.Extras:  Eight mounted Hoosier dry, Four mounted new Hoosier rain, Complete Racing Elec-
tronics communications system, Cool shirt system installed with cooler & two spare heads. 
Currently ITA can be converted to Spec Miata.  
Complete racing package: $14,900.  Car available in Kansas City for buyer pickup  
Motivated to sell to serious buyer.  Photo's available on request. 
Contact Mary Merola:  816-223-2505-   Mary  

RACE or SHOW CAR TRAILER - Exceptionally nice 16-foot dovetail, tandem axle, electric brakes,  open center with Aluminum Diamond Plate front 
porch for all your stuff. Self storing ramps  that allow a 3" ground clearance long-nose race/show car to be loaded without interference. Profession-
ally built by Beckham Trailer Mfg. in Wichita Kansas.  
Always stored indoors. Stable at any speed! $1,995.00 
Call Britt Brown 816-668-9907 
Link to pictures and detail:http://brittbrown.smugmug.com/gallery/3909509_4hgbS#226851164_U7xeAnctionjunction.com  

HAM RADIO CLASSES;  Starting Jan 9 through Feb 13, 2010 on Saturdays, 8:30 am to 12:00 pm.  Radio communications when all else fails.  Held at 
Johnson County District 1 Fire Station, New Century Airport, KS.  Contact Mike Asselta windycyclist@sbcglobal.net or 913-764-8065. 

Thanks to Hans Peter and Phenix Labels for their support of our club!  

Thanks to Kent Edmondson and Kwik Copy Printing for their support of our club! 

http://www.scca.com
http://brittbrown.smugmug.com/gallery/3909509_4hgbS#226851164_U7xeAnctionjunction.com
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KANSAS CITY REGION 
SCCA 

2010 SLATE OF OFFICERS  

REGIONAL EXECUTIVE 
Gini Ragan 

ASSISTANT REGIONAL EXECUTIVE  
Donna Hill 

SECRETARY 
R. Brian Landers 
TREASURER 

Norma Williams 
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD (3) 

Kent Edmondson, Brian Harris, Jerry Irvine, Ken Keith, Charlie Williams 
SOLO ADVISORY COMMITTEE (2) 

Chris Alvarado, Greg Reno, Craig Wilcox 

RE VIEW 
WITH 

GINI RAGAN  

Kansas City Region has been busy.  The Solo Group held the Halloweenie, where cars and people were asked to 
dress up – those cars really get into that kind of thing.  The Halloweenie has become a Charity event and this year 
Cancer Action was the chosen charity.  More than $400.00 was raised and the Board agreed to add enough to 
make the donation an even $500.00. Also a representative of Cancer Action was at the November General meet-
ing and those present made an additional contribution.    

A weekend rally was held in November, with KC Region hosting the Saturday event and Kansas Region hosting 
the Sunday event.  For Saturday there were 18 cars participating plus the Checkpoint workers.  This was an in-
crease over 2008 and we hope this event will continue to grow.    

David Long has contributed an article in this Checkpoint; he calls it a technical article.  We will print additional tech-
nical articles as they are received.  If you have some knowledge you would like to share we will be happy to print it.  

As it has been a while since the Kansas City Region had new shirts the Board agreed to order shirts with the KCR 
emblem.  The shirt is a light brown polo style and is available for $22.00.  Would this make a great Christmas gift 
for yourself?    

The 2009 Awards Banquet will be January 23rd at the Holiday Inn on 87th Street in Lenexa, KS.  Please mark your 
calendars, watch for your invitation and plan to attend.  If you are in possession of a Traveling Trophy please bring 
it to the December General Meeting so that we can have it polished and engraved for the next recipient.     

Ken and I would like to take this opportunity to offer you and your family a Great Holiday Season and a very Happy 
New Year. 
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HALLOWEENIE 2009 KCR SCCA 
This year we had 87 drivers and some of their spouses and children join us for the  
2009 Halloweenie Solo Race.         

The Hill’s (Donna and Mike) Sparkey took 
1st place in the car costume.  The Loch 
Ness Monster was also great but it be-
longed to the event chairman and he 
would not let us judge it.        

.  We had a German Ambulance.              

We also had the Starskey and Hutch car and driver dressed as 
such          

Our banquet speaker (normal Falstaff Car) had a couple of new peo-
ple making comments about the blood up the side of his car, just his 
normal flames.  

We had a speed Racer, a Race Car Driver, a Viking and a gentleman dressed as one of our banquet speakers.    

JoJo and Nizam did a great job of cooking for us and the side dishes (brought by our members) were great and we had a log of 
food and good variety.  

It was a great day up till the third heat and then the rain took over.  

We also raised more than $400.00 for Cancer Action. 
Photos were submitted by Barb Correll.   

We had a few cars decked out and a few people with costumes. 
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RACE GROUP HOLIDAY PARTY  

DECEMBER 19, 7:00 P.M.  

8 30 4 VALLEY VIEW DRIVE, O.P. KS 
Home of Meredith Haupt  

A gift exchange (Yankee Gift Swap, Chinese Gift Exchange or 
just plain Take-Away) 

Will be available for those who wish to participate.  

Please bring a snack/appetizer to share and your own drink.  

NOTES FROM THE NATIONAL OFFICE 
Newly Elected Area Directors 
Area Directors are elected to serve a 3 year term and not all terms expire at the same time.  This allows 
for some continuity on the National Board of Directors.  The following people and the areas they will rep-
resent were elected this fall;  Richard Patullo, Area 1, Robert Lybarger, Area 5, R. David Jones, Area 7, 
C. William Kephart, Area 8 and Todd Butler, Area 13.  Congratulations to these new directors. 
Runoff DVD Set 
The National Office has announced that the DVD set  of the 2009 National Championship Runoffs is 
now available.  Members can log into their accounts at www.ams.scca.com  and click on merchandise to 
order the 8 disk set.  The cost is $31.99 
National Convention Jan 28-30 
National Convention information is also available from the National Office.  The convention will be held 
in Las Vegas, Nevada on January 28, 29, and 30th.  If you are planning to attend reservations should be 
made soon.  You can obtain  information about the convention by going to SCCA.com on the home 
page and clicking National Convention under events. 
Competition License Renewal Changes 
The renewal notice will now indicate if a physical is needed for renewal of the competition license and a 
renewal form will be included if one is needed.  The renewal notice will indicate if a driver’s race require-
ments have been met and the statement will indicate that no license application is required.  Otherwise , 
a competition license application must be completed as in previous year.  For more information see the 
Nov. issue of Inside Line at SCCA.com. 

http://www.ams.scca.com
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R=300ft 

Where the car 
wants to go. 

Where the car 
is going. 

The difference is the lat-
eral acceleration, in this 
example measured in g(s). 

How fast can you go – in a circle?   

Before answering the question, let us discuss why you may want to answer the question.  There are two 
important things that can be learned from driving a circle to the limit of your car.  When you reach the limit 
of adhesion (traction) of the tires, one of three things will occur: 1) the back end looses traction before the 
front (over-steer), 2) the front end looses traction before the rear (under-steer), or, 3) both ends loose 
traction at the same time and the car moves toward a larger radius in a even fashion (neutral).  Neutral is 
desired in most cases, drifting being a noted exception where over-steer is a desired trait.   The second 
thing you can learn is how will does your car stick in a corner in terms of g force, a common measure of 
lateral acceleration.  So, how big of a circle do you need and how do you measure the g force?                                                

Fortunately there is some math for that: V^2/15*R=g.  Where V is the speed of the car in mph; R is the 
radius of the skid pad; g is the lateral force against the car.  For example: if your car could obtain 60mph 
on a 300ft radius before either end reaches their limit of adhesion, you would have obtained 0.8g of lat-
eral force.   

If you want to design a skip pad, what should the radius be?  First answer two questions.  One, what is a 
safe speed given the skip pad environment?  Two, what is the estimated g force for the cars that will be 
testing.  General rule of thumb: street tires .7g, performance tires .8g, race tires 1.0g.  This is very general 
and has not taken into account the type of suspension systems the cars will have.  Given these two val-
ues, solve for R.   

R= V^2/15*g   

Lastly, what do you do if the cars do not have a speedometer?  You have to know the car speed at the 
point one or both ends loose traction.  Time the car with a stopwatch and use the following formula.   

MPH = (D/5,280)/(S/3,600)   

Where D = diameter = R*2; S = seconds per complete circle.   

While performing the skip pad runs, be careful not to create throttle induced over-steer or under-steer.  
Accelerating to quickly may cause the rear end to let go because you are using too much of the drive tires 
for acceleration as opposed to lateral (sideways) control.  The same can happen with lifting your foot from 
the throttle to quickly, because the drive tires are being used for braking (engine braking).       
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Of course, all this is just the beginning.  What should you do if the car is “loose”, rear end leaves the cir-
cle before the front (over-steer), or “tight”, front end pushes off the circle before the rear (under-steer)? 
Now, you have to go back to the shop, change springs and/or sway bars, but that is the subject of an-
other article.  
                                                                         David Long 
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YAKETY YAK . . . . . . .  . . .  

Dear Mom:   
Sunday Charlie & Mom Williams made a trip to Red Oak, IA, where they celebrated the l00th birthday of Charlie’s 
mother, Zeta.  Zeta resides in the Red Oak Rehab & Care Center.  She has three sons, 7 grand-children and 19 
great-grandchildren.  The actual birthdate was November 11th.  

Jason & Christianne Mabee proudly announce the birth of their daughter, Sofia Jade Mabee.  Sofia was born on 
October 5th, 2009 and weighed in at 6 lbs 11 oz.  She was welcomed home by big brother, Maxim who will be 2 
years old in December.  

Nancy Johnson has a “secret” admirer!  She recently received a package containing:  pink Elvis socks, a glass and 
a bell that says “I  Love Elvis”.  The rumor is that the admirer visited Graceland this summer before heading back to 
Texas to go to school!!!  

The 23rd annual Lenexa Chili Challenge was held in October in Old Town Lenexa.  Greg Heuer of Raytown and his 
Moe Dangie Hillbilly Chili team won the people’s choice category again this year.  The winner is determined by a 
vote of the visitors who taste chili samples and make a donation to the one they like best.  Donations this year 
brought in $2,557.00 for the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation.  

Kylee Timberlake, granddaughter of Ken & Gini Ragan recently celebrated her 16th birthday with a party.  The 10 
girls all went to a park for a photo shoot then returned to Kylee’s home for a fun evening.    

Marc Wilson, longtime museum director/CEO, retired from the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art in April, 2009 but he 
will remain at the Nelson until June 1, 2010.  Trustees have launched an international search to find his successor.  
Marc arrived at the Nelson in 1971 as associate curator of Chinese art, in 1973 he became curator of Oriental art.  
Marc became director of the newly renamed museum in 1982 and has expanded the museum’s collection, educa-
tion programs and expanded its size.  The 165,000-square foot Bloch building nearly doubled the museum’s space 
for exhibits and other operations.  The members of the Kansas City Region know Marc best from watching him drive 
his Spec Racer at Heartland Park and in Midwest Division races.  

Alan Bennett has a new hobby, working on vintage bicycles.  Alan owns a JC Higgins and Jennifer has a Hiawatha 
and he has been busy fixing them.  Alan & Jennifer planned to ride with the Independence Bicycle Club in the Inde-
pendence Halloween parade on Oct 31st.  

Jason Mabee recently finished participating in a racing reality show at PPIR in Colorado Springs. All of the drivers 
drove IRL Indy cars.  The show is set to air sometime this winter on either VS, Speed or maybe even one of the 
major networks. Jason keep us posted as we sure want to see this show.   

Ken Keith will celebrate his 60th birthday the first of December with a party with his friends.  We saw a picture of 
Ken at about age 6 and he still looks the same.  

WOW!!!  Charlie & Mom Williams finally have a for sale sign in the yard of their Missouri house.    

Our condolences to the family of Charles A Slater, Jr.  Charles and his wife, Katrina were ardent rallyists, members 
of the Kansas City Region SCCA and of the Mid America Rally Club, and competitors at the National level. Charles 
passed away October 8th, 2009 and Katrina passed away several years ago.  

                               DON’T LOOK BACK . . . . . . . .    

PLEASE CALL ‘MOM’ WITH YOUR NEWS.   YOU CAN REACH HER BY PHONE 
913-262-6300 or by mail 

2701 West 47th Street, Shawnee Mission. KS 66205 or by Fax 
913-262-6719 or by email 
kcmomwilliams@aol.com   
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
  1  Erik LaPrade 
      Felicia Rodeen 
  3  Thomas Boldry 
      Ken Keith 
      Phyllis Nelson 
      Christopher Town 
  4  Nick Faust 
      Hal Kemrite 
      Julie Meyer 
      Marsha Wolf 
  5  Joe Deters 
      David Ducey 
      Maxim Mabee (2) s of Jason & Christine 
  7  Christopher Edmondson 
  8  Rich Bireta   
      Jared Langenfeld    
      William Schmidt 
  9  Helmut Derra  
      Brian Haupt 
      Chris Ramey 
      Ken Scrivener 
 11  Mitch Moylan (10) s of Paul & Alicia 
       Frank Stone 
 12  Steve Patterson 
 13  Steve Roberts 
 14  Jordan Faltermeier 
       Erica Hill 
 15  Marilyn Brown 
       Sharon Bybee 
       Natalie Ruckman (11) grd of Charlie & Norma Williams 
       Charlie Smith 
 16  Jennifer Brown 
       Andy Ruggiero 
 18  Michaela Newton (16) d of Chuck & Alex Clark 

 20  Brian Ruggiero s of Andy & Billie 
 22  Jacob Ducey (8) grs of Fred & Sharon Bybee 
       Kylee Timberlake (16) grd of Ken & Gini Ragan 
 23  Rodney Giebel 
       Nancy Pratt 
       Ken Snyder 
 24  Brenda Johnson 
 25  Janice Fisher 
       Ann Johnston 
 26  Melissa Holstrom 
       Char Keith  
27  Ryan Buetzer 
       Kevin Kopecky 
       Benjamin Wolf (15) s of Steve & Marsha 
 28  Christian Herron (11) s of Tim & Laurie 
       Chelsea Snyder 
       Lauren Strickler d of John & Kathy 
       Bill Tucker 
       Eythan Watts (15) s of Everett 
       Sean Willoughby 
 29  Michael K Bell 
       Emma Kirkland d of Robin & Brenda  
30  Michael P Asselta 
       Stacey Ritter  
31  Cooper Tombs s of Kelly & Kathi 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES   

19  Mike & Donna Hill - 35 years  
 25  Chris & Lisa Kern - 22 years  
 27  Mark & Melissa Bachenberg  

 29  Dick & Peggy White - 45 years     
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2009AWARDS NOMINATIONS  

These are awards for which you, the membership, have an opportunity to provide nominations.  Please list 
the individuals that you believe deserve these awards and why (accomplishments, etc.).  Club awards are voted on 
by the Board and Club Racing awards are chosen by a Race Group Committee.  (Solo awards are based on points 
accrued during the season.)  All nominations are taken into consideration, but are not counted as “votes”.  
Please bring your nominations to the Annual Meeting or mail to Norma Williams by Dec. 5, 2009.  
CLUB AWARDS – Decision of the Board, based on membership nominations. 
1.  Outstanding Member of the Year  (Those individuals who worked the hardest for the Region in 2007.  Nomi-
nate only one, please.) 
Nominee:         Accomplishments:     

            

2.  “Newcomer” of the Year  (Any new, first time member who contributed to the Region.) 
Nominee:         Accomplishments:     

            

3. Vic Sadler Award (The outstanding Club Racing worker of the year). 
Nominee:         Accomplishments:     

            

4.  Event of the Year (The best event organized and held during the year.) 
Nominee:         Accomplishments:     

            

CLUB RACING AWARDS:  Nominations for Race Group to consider. 

Rookie of the Year  (Best achievement in first year of Club Racing) 

Nominee:         Accomplishments:     

            

Most Improved Driver 

Nominee:         Accomplishments:     

            

Regional Driver of the Year 

Nominee:         Accomplishments:     

            

Edgar Alsbury Award (For mechanical contribution to Club Racing during the year.) 

Nominee:         Accomplishments:     

            

E. Tom Newcomer Driver of the Year Award (Most outstanding Club Racing driver in 2007.) 

Nominee:         Accomplishments:     

            

Crew Person of the Year (Outstanding service on a Club Racing crew in 2007.) 

Nominee:         Accomplishments:     

             

Spouse of the Year (Although this award is chosen by the past recipients, suggestions are welcome.) 

Nominee:         Accomplishments:     
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Dear Prospective SCCA  member; 
To apply for membership in the Sports Car Club of America, the worlds largest  
member participation automotive organization, please print and complete the form 
in full and return, with payment to: 
Norma Williams, 2701 W. 47th Street, Westwood, KS 66205.  If you have questions, please call (913)262-6300.                                                                           
Please Print or Type 
NAME                                                                                             Date of Birth                                                      .                                                                        

 

Address                                                                                          Telephone                                                         .

  

City                                                                                                 State         Zip                                                    .

  

Business address                                                                            Telephone                                                        .

  

City                                                                                                   State        Zip                                                   .

  

Occupation                                                     Single    Married; Spouses Name                                                      .

 

                 
Which address would you like mail sent to, and which phone number, or both, would you prefer to be listed in the Region roster?                             
Mail:      home    work Phone:    home    work    both  

What areas of SCCA activities are you most interested in?  
           Pro Racing                     Club Racing                            Road Rally                              Pro Rally  

          Solo                                Worker/Official                       Other                                                          .                  .

  

Annual National Dues  Annual KC Region Dues  Total 
Regular Member    $65   Regular Member  $20 

 

  $85 
Spouse     $23  Spouse   $10 $118   
Family membership $101  Family membership $25 $126 
                                                     First Gear (age 24 and under)  $45 
Spouse must be regular member’s spouse. 
If applying for family membership (husband, wife and children), indicate names and dates of birth                           
of children under 21: 
Name                                                                      .     DOB                                             .                                              

  

Name                                                                      .     DOB                                              .

  

Name                                                                      .     DOB                                             .    

Name                                                                      .     DOB                                             . 

 

I hereby apply for membership in the Sports Car Club of America, Inc., and its Kansas City Region  
and agree to  abide by the bylaws.  
I require the following type of membership: 
       Regular member - $85                       Regular member and spouse - $118                   Family -  $126  

Applicants signature                                                                                .        Date                                                .

  

     Enclosed is my check or money order for $                     .

  

      Visa                                                                                  .                         Exp                                                 .                                                                 

 

                                 
       MasterCard                                                                     .                          Exp                                                 .    
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Checkpoint                                                                                          PRSRT STD 
P. O. Box 412691                   U.S.POSTAGE PAID 
Kansas City MO 64141       BONNER SPRINGS KS     

                               

UPCOMING EVENTS  ON THE  
KC REGION CALENDAR     

Dec 1   Solo Group prior to     
8:00  Annual Meeting and Election of Officers     

Westport Flea Market, 817 Westport Rd, KCMO 
Dec 17 No Race Group Meeting instead 
Dec 19 7:00  Race Group Party, Home of Meredith Haupt     

8304 Valley View, Overland Park KS 
Dec 29  7:30  BoD Meeting, Westport Flea Market 
Jan  5   Solo Group prior to     

General Meeting 
Jan 23    Awards Banquet, Holiday Inn       

87th and Reeder Rd, Lenexa,  KS 
Jan 28-29-30  National Convention, Las Vegas, NV  

www.kcrscca.org 

  

Kansas City Region’s on-line resource for information,  
online event registrations, updates, results and other fun stuff! 

CHECKPOINT is the official publication of the Kansas City Region Sports Car Club of America.  Any opinion expressed is that of the authors and is 
not necessarily the opinion of the members of the Region, its officers or the CHECKPOINT staff.  By publishing advertising in CHECKPOINT the 
Kansas City Region does not endorse the  products of service advertised.  Permission to reprint all artwork, photographs and articles published in 
CHECKPOINT is given to all SCCA regional publications and to SCCA’s Sports Car Magazine, provided full credit is given to the author, CHECK-
POINT and the Kansas City Region SCCA.  Deadline for submission to CHECKPOINT is the selected General Meeting date. 

http://www.kcrscca.org
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