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2007 CLUB AWARDS   

Best Event Award -  
2006 Awards Banquet (Tom Rowe)  

Outstanding Members   
Gini Ragan Norma Williams  Sharlene Smith 

Jim Wheeler     Kent Edmondson     Bill Correll    
Rich Davison, Sr.   Ron Keith   Greg Reno 

Rodney Giebel       Bob Buxbaum  

2007 RACE AWARDS  

Rookie Driver of the Year—Duane Dean 
Most Improved Driver—Brian Patnode 
Crew Person of the Year—Jeff Kopp 

Mechanic of the Year—Mirl Swan 
Regional Driver of the Year—Travis Nordwald 

Driver of the Year—Hans Peter 
Spouse of the Year—Brenda Johnson 
New Member of the Year—Ron Keith 

Vic Sadler (worker) of the Year—Jim Wheeler  

2007 SOLO AWARDS  

Rookie Driver of the Year—Brandon Kent 
Most Improved Driver—Paula Diehl  

Driver of the Year—Craig Wilcox 
Cone Killer—Steve Sulatycki 

Bonehead—Kiersten Scharnberg-Koch 
Worker of the Year—Jake Diehl         

http://www.scca.com
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RE VIEW with 
DALE SMITH   

Each year, one of the first things that must be done for our Region is a letter that evaluates the previous year’s ac-
tivities and accomplishments.  This is one of the tools that is used by the National Office to determine the winners of 
the Region Achievement Awards presented at the National Convention.  There are several specific categories that 
the judges are looking for, but overall, this is our report card for the year.  I thought I should share it with all of you.  

Kansas City Region 
2007 Achievements  

The Kansas City Region had another outstanding year in 2007.  Not only did we continue to offer and improve all of 
our previous activities, we also added several new landmark programs to our portfolio.  I addition to our General, 
Solo Group, Roadracing Group,  and Board of Directors Meetings held every month, we held Regional activities on 
over 30 of the 52 weeks last year.  One of our largest challenges was scheduling all of these activities in a manner 
that didn’t force our members to choose between conflicting events.  

It takes a large group of well trained and dedicated leaders to organize and put on such an ambitious schedule.  We 
continue to offer an annual Crash, Fire, and Rescue School in conjuncture with the Des Moines Valley Region and 
that school also includes training for all of the other specialties in Club Racing.  This year we held a Solo Safety 
Steward training seminar and graduated another dozen people into our resource pool for that discipline.  Our Re-
gion continues to pay for the current RE to attend both the Mid-West Division and National Conventions, not only for 
representation, but to receive training as our RE and gather information about available resources for all of the other 
leaders and members in our Region.  We continue to enjoy our growing base of leadership.  Of our nearly 600 
members, this year over 30 were holding an office and another 20 chaired events.  We have continued to place 
heavy emphasis on finding opportunities for new and younger members to become involved in leadership positions 
that match well with their abilities, desires and available time.  

Communication, both internal and external, is critical to our success.  With such a wide base of leadership and di-
verse number of programs, we find ourselves constantly looking for ways to improve.  Our monthly newsletter, 
Checkpoint, took on a change of appearance this year which allowed us to take advantage of lower printing and 
mailing costs.  It still contains all of the good content and features of the past, but now includes minutes of all our 
meetings and several new feature articles.  It is available in print or electronic media and is also published monthly 
on our website.  Our website also continued to improve this year with a new Webmaster and more frequent updates.  
We continued to operate the Mo-Kan Forum, which is the premiere discussion site for Solo enthusiasts in the Mid-
west.  Our newest addition to our communications resources was the creation of an E-mail system that allows us to 
contact our membership quickly with announcements and reminders of upcoming events.  

Our marketing efforts this year were just as varied and diverse as the rest of our activities.  They include charity 
events, community service, mentoring programs, public displays, mass media and a strong presence in the new 
Mid-West Division’s Worker Recruitment and Retention Program.  We held 4 different charity events which netted 
over $5K for their respective charities.  We also established an ongoing relationship with the local Formula SAE 
program that has resulted in their participation in all of our Solo events and brings the college students out to volun-
teer and experience our Club Racing activities.  A group of our members met with the developers of a new racing 
facility in Kansas City and have become a valuable resource of information to them as they try to make this new 
venture a reality.  Several of our Club Racing drivers also spent the day at a local elementary school.  They were 
well received by parents and students alike as the Guest Readers of Honor, in their driving suits and helmets.  The 
books? Dr. Seuss, of course!    

Once again, we put on an award winning display at the Kansas City, World of Wheels Car Show.  Our Soloists also 
operated a mini autocross for the participants of the Good Guys Car Show at Kansas Speedway and hosted full 
sized events for Subaru and our local BMW Club.  There were numerous quotes, stories and interviews of our mem-
bers in the local newspapers.  

We also had two new programs, which fall into the marketing and community service categories.  They are proba-
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bly the “biggest deals” of our entire year.  They are the “Street Survivor” program and a web based broadcast called 
“Shifting Gears”.  We helped our local BMW Club put on a program in May and then co-hosted one of the pilot pro-
grams in November.  The November event was featured on one of our local TV news broadcasts.  We now have a 
permanent committee in place with plans to hold these Street Survivor events every month this year, alternating with 
the BMW folks.  The “Shifting Gears” program is a weekly one hour webcast that features three of our members 
who focus on many of the different aspects of road racing, solo and life in the SCCA.  I can’t do it justice in this short 
paragraph, but it has been receiving huge ratings and has attracted a large amount of attention to our activities, our 
people and the SCCA.  See Mike “Dusty” Dickerson at the National Office for more details!  

Our finances and overall structure also had a number of very positive changes.  A new accounting and budget sys-
tem was developed and implemented that provides better information to help with planning and fiscal responsibility.  
The results of this change allow us to track our incomes and expenses from their sources, prepare more realistic 
budgets, manage our cash flow and continue our emphasis that each portion of our activities pulls their own weight.  
Overall, our Region operated “in the black” producing a profit while also allowing us to make investments into capital 
improvements for our Solo Program while stabilizing our Endowment Fund at a respectable $75K.  Our Region is 
financially healthy.   Our leadership structure took a very important step forward this year with the creation of a Solo 
Advisory Committee.  This committee of five persons will now oversee and manage all of our Solo events.  We con-
sider it a sub-committee of our Board of Directors and it frees the BOD of operational issues while allowing the par-
ticipants more control over their own activities.  This also makes our position of “Solo Director” a much more man-
ageable job.  

I hope this letter has painted an accurate picture of what the Kansas City Region has accomplished this year.  I am 
very proud to serve as the RE for such a wonderful group of talented, energetic and dedicated members.  As I write 
this letter, I am still amazed at the number and quality of the achievements of our 585 members.  I’m sure that I’ve 
forgotten a few (like host Region for the Runoffs), but I better get on with 2008.  We raised our own bar from 2006 
last year, now we’re well on our way to outdoing ourselves again in 2008.  Come on out and join us!  

Dale Smith, RE  

Kansas City Region, #16    

As I said in my letter, I’m very proud of all of you.  I’ll see you at the next event!    

WOW AT BARTLE HALL FOR 2008  

It’s February and that means it’s time for the SCCA to exhibit their racing iron at the annual show in cozy warm 
Bartle Hall.  Show times are Noon to 10:00 pm on Friday February 15, 11:00 am to 10:00 pm on Saturday the 16th 
and 11:00 am to 7:00 pm on Sunday the 17th.  This year’s participants are Donna Hill with her silver Mini Cooper, 
Bob Buxbaum with his silver Saturn Sky and matching trailer, Rich Davison, Sr. and his Datsun 510, David Long 
and his yellow E-Production RX7, Gary Hartman with his red 91 Toyota MR2 and Tim Herron with his white CRX.  

Kent Edmondson and John Pennington are ramrodding the display design and supplying most of the electronics 
and stanchions.  Norma Williams is helping with table literature.  

All members of the Kansas City Region re invited to come by the display and assist in spreading the word about our 
fun and exciting addiction...er...hobby.  If you plan to attend or have questions, call 816-537-4483. 
Gary (Parnelli) Hartman 
World of Wheels chairman for 
KCR, SCCA  




